	NWS / SPoRT Coordination Call

	December 22, 2011
	
	
	Telecon

	

	Meeting called by
	NWS Southern Region HQ

	Type of meeting
	Telecon – Monthly Coordination Call

	Facilitator
	Bernard Meisner

	Note taker
	Kevin Fuell

	Timekeeper
	n/a

	Attendees
	MOB – Jeff Medlin

HGX – Lance Wood

LIX – Matt Moreland

MLB – Dave Sharp and others
OHX – Larry Vanozzi
SPoRT – Kevin Fuell, Geoffrey Stano, Kris White

	

	Agenda topics

	1. Univ. Alabama-Huntsville Convective Initiation product change and potential evaluation in June/July

2. RGB imagery usage and evaluation (as events warrant, chat room)

3. Discussion: Using Total Lighting to anticipate first cloud-to-ground strike (MacGorman et al. 2011 follow-on study) 

4. Sea Surface Temperature grid change for modeling and display in AWIPS (Brief note and status) 

5. Priorities and subgroups via individual discussions at later time


	Geoffrey stano / Kevin Fuell

	Discussion
	UAHCI Product Changes

	· CI product has changed since last year.  Discussed briefly the change to a more statistically based product with a Strength of Signal value vs a yes/no value. Supplemental training provided by UAH to last year’s recorded teletraining.

	

	Conclusions
	Will use HUN, MLB, MFL and other interested WFOs to evaluate product in mid June to mid July

	

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Inform SPoRT of WFO interest
	WFOs representative
	June 8

	Provide install instructions and files for AWIPS I
	Kevin Fuell
	May 25

	Prepare feedback for discussion at next call
	WFOs and SPoRT
	July 19


	Discussion
	RGB Imagery Transition to WFOs

	Several examples from ABQ, CRP and HUN were presented.  Training Guides for WFOs were highlighted.  Suggested that a formal evaluation period would be in the future (AWIPS II and Dual pol taking priority), but in the short-term the NWS Chat forum is being monitored and could serve as a means to ask and answer questions regarding RGBs as well as highlight events as they warrant where RGB are applicable. Showed VIIRS on SPoRT webpage as another source for RGBs as well as hybrid imagery.


	

	Conclusions
	

	RGB are available to a number of WFOs and evaluation and questions will occur as warranted.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Monitor NWS Chat and make blog posts for RGBs
	All
	As warranted


	Discussion
	Total Lightning for application to public safety for first CGs

	Geoffrey provided overview of previous Study by Dr. McGorman related to timing of first CG compared to IC flashes in differing regimes.  SPoRT would like to evaluate the use of total lightning to provide greater lead time to lightning safety warnings/statements for TAF sites as well as public events.

	

	Conclusions
	

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	WFOs with Total Lightning access to be contacted to review plan from Geoffrey and Brian Carcione 
	Geoffrey
	June 8

	Plan for evaluation
	Geoffrey
	June 30


	Discussion
	SST Composite Change to grid and AWIPS Display

	SPoRT has been creating multiple domains for the MODIS SST Composite (uses MODIS, GOES/POES), but is changing to a single, large domain.  And, the resolution and frequency will be 2km and 2x/day.  This will affect WRF-EMS users.  Jon Case has already provided instructions to WRF users and SPoRT has instructions to modify the AWIPS I display for WFO users.

	

	Conclusions
	Users of SST composite need to change to the new grid for WRF and AWIPS applications by June 8

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Post/Send WRF-EMS changes for SST
	Kevin Fuell
	June 1

	Post/Send AWIPS Display instructions and files
	Kevin Fuell
	June 1


	Discussion
	Priorities and subgroups via individual discussions at later time



	SPoRT would like to have discussions with WFOs individually to review what it perceives as the WFO highest priorities in terms of forecast issues and products to receive.  This will also help SPoRT prepare for the AWIPS II era and the continuation of SPoRT products at each WFO as they move to the new DSS.

	

	Conclusions
	Each WFO will be associated with a particular forecast issue/challenge as its primary area of interest, but can still receive other products and will also benefit from those WFOs in other subgroups

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Call by SPoRT to individual SR WFOs
	Geoffrey Stano
	By next call (i.e. July 19


