	NWS / SPoRT Coordination Call

	June 16, 2011
	
	
	Telecon

	

	Meeting called by
	NWS Southern Region HQ

	Type of meeting
	Telecon – Monthly Coordination Call

	Facilitator
	Bernard Meisner

	Note taker
	Kevin Fuell

	Timekeeper
	n/a

	Attendees
	MLB – Sharp

OHX - Steigerwaldt
MOB – Miller
HGX - Wood
ABQ – Guyer
SPoRT – Fuell, Stano, Chris Jewett

	

	Agenda topics

	
	SPort virtual workshop
	Geoffrey stano

	Discussion
	

	Call for abstracts with June 30 deadline, Virtual Workshop to be in late August.
Will include ER and CR WFOs as well.

	

	Conclusions
	

	

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Use NWA abstracts for SPoRT Virtual Workshop where focus is related to SPoRT data

	WFOs
	June 30

	


	
	UAH convective initiation overview
	Chris jewett

	Discussion
	

	Presentation by Chris Jewett (UAH)

· uses 35dBz at -10C

· 6 tests or “interests fields”

· trend of cloud toward 850mb & mid trop. (i.e. WV channel)

· 5 of 6 tests must pass for CI

· sense of POD and FAR?

· John Walker is working on this and there is an independent evaluation from the HWT time period ongoing

· Avg. lead time about 30 minutes

· Question: How is it different from UW/SSEC product? –Uses 6 interest fields vs a single field, it uses cloud tracking methodology vs a box averaging, it has a more complex cloud type algorithm

· Question: What is the domain?  Uses GOES East and therefore not in the ABQ area. Eventually will use GOES West but there is a channel on East that is not on West, hence algorithm would need adjustment.

· From the HWT feedback, forecasters would like a confidence forecast for CI as opposed to just the yes/no index.



	

	Conclusions
	

	UAH Convective initiation uses multiple indicators to look for signs of convective initiation that include the time trend of cloud objects.  The product currently uses GOES East but will expand to West.  It includes night-time detection.

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Use MLB and one other WFO in a testbed mode to evaluate UAHCI for the rest of the summer convective season.  Get them ingest and display instructions


	Kevin Fuell
	end of July

	


	
	Hybrid pg Assessment
	kevin fuell

	Discussion
	

	· 38 feedback submissions

· 28 recommended hybrid to others

· Majority of use in the categories of low clouds and convection

· Each product at 13+ reviews with vis. getting the most

· 28 of 38 indicated the impact was either some, noticeable, or large
· majority of users ranked their expertise level at 3 or higher on scale of 1 to 5

· About 28 of 38 indicated that the product had some, noticeable, or large impact (vs. little or none)


	

	Conclusions
	

	MODIS imagery is able to be used as a GOES-R ABI proxy in near-realtime and provides value over standard imagery.  Latency of the MODIS and the difference in WV imagery intensity are limiting factors.  But, experienced users found value in the product and recommended it to others the majority of the time.

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	SPoRT: Consider a Hybrid product with GOES of CTP

	Kevin Fuell
	August 18

	


