What is the role of local modeling in a WFO?

· The gap between operational NCEP guidance and local models is closing.

· High resolution local models continue to be useful when/where local forcing is important (e.g., sea breezes, sub-freezing temperature events, fire weather Red Flag Warning events).
· Local models can also be platforms for testing the assimilation of new data sets, such as those made available through NASA SPoRT.

· Local models can be more optimally configured for the local/sub-regional weather situation than a national model.

· What is the relative utility of running a local model on-demand, vs. running the model every day?

· Are forecasters more comfortable with a model output they see every day?
· Limited bandwidth remains an issue for distribution of model output to/among WFOs.

· One possible solution would be to only distribute a limited set of sensible weather parameters.

· The proposed new office clusters will likely have better interoffice connectivity than the current hub and spoke regional Frame Relay network.
· Local models, run frequently (rapid refresh), may become useful for:

· Continuous Weather Watch (convective initiation).

· Situational Awareness (before and during impact weather events).
· Recommend the NWS Southern Region create a more formal structure for local modeling efforts within the region.

· Develop of process that starts with a vision, but continues to specific tasks.

· Promote greater collaboration/coordination between/among WFOs.

· Develop a better framework for verification of local models.


Is there general agreement concerning the best/most appropriate way to verify the models?
